
Will You Do A Podcast With 
Me?

A Proposal
I probably won’t ever see you 

again, but the ephemerality — our 
ephemerality — is beautiful.

Only a day later, I found myself sitting 
next to you, in the corner of a Brooklyn 
rooftop as fireworks exploded over the 
glimmering skyline and another Fourth 
of July slipped from the present into the 
past.

I have some tendencies that could be perceived in a 
negative fashion. Instead of contributing to the growing 
divorce rate, I’d rather you see these potential deal 
breakers in advance, far before we tie the knot. 

I enjoy Bradley Cooper just 
as much as you do, but in a 
straight way.

It’s a cold world out there. 
Unless you’re from Florida, in 

which case it’s a cold 
world in there. (The passion 
for air conditioning in that 
state is really something 

else.)

Upon taking an offer that screams 
“it’s not totally what I’d like to be 
doing, but it’s a job,” many a college 
grad will be very confident that 
they’ll be able to work by day, but 
REALLY work by night. Because if 
college teaches us anything, it’s that 
there is a truly ridiculous amount of 
time in the day. 

And even if I weren’t, I am worth it. I 
am incredibly interesting, always 
right, unbelievably beautiful, and 
exceptionally hilarious. These few 
requests are mere motes of dust in 
comparison to the god-like pleasure of 
spending your time with me.

I don’t like fat guys. I can’t take them. They 
upset me. Even a little heft is enough to put 
me off my dinner. And muscles are not my 
thing either. In all seriousness, I like my men 
to look like Victorian intellectuals. I like them 
to look too smart, too blue-blooded, and too 
riddled with hemophilia to have amassed any 
physical strength. They should be somewhat 
pale, have piano player’s fingers, and I want 
to feel like I could take them in a fair fight. 
Having a little definition is tolerable, but it 
should come more as a result of alarming 
lack of body fat than time spent at the gym.

Honestly, I didn’t really write it for 
everyone else, I wrote it for me and for 
that one person who might actually 
read it and find a relatable experience 
from it all. Some people will love it, 
some will hate it, and most won’t even 
care or know who you are — that’s the 
life of being an online writer. Then you 
remember why you do it and what 
good things come from it and you, 
maybe foolishly, will keep doing it until 
the only thing you ever feel after being 
published is happy, which is how I feel 
right now.

I tried. It doesn’t even bother me 
that none of my friends have 
congratulated me on being published. 
Internet fame is overrated anyway. 
It’s whatever, all good writers at 
some point have to become unattached 
to their writing, right? I’m pretty 
sure that’s true. 



WHAT THE…?
Description of the Podcast:  You’ve read their list, shared their 

articles, and “liked” all their advice online (while pretending to be 

sending a work email - you’re not fooling anyone), now join 

Thought Catalog writers Chelsea, Chris, Lance, Stephanie, and 

Elle* as they un-scriptedly talk about all of it, and nothing is off 

limits. From hook-ups to break-ups, embarrassing run ins and all 

the twenty-something shenanigans in between, 

 these 5 unravel it all during this weekly podcast. Find out the real 

stories behind these authors relatable and popular online tales, 

receive their unsolicited advice and tune in to their candid opinions 

about everything twenties related as they discuss some of your 

most burning questions and address the most popular happenings 

of the week. 

Think of it as a combination … The Today Show + MTV’s Girl & Guy Code + Live with Kelly & Michael + 
The Real World - the 7 strangers - the house - and the camera crews = Yet To Be Titled Thought Catalog 

Author Podcast

* See slide 8 for more information



IS THAT EVEN POSSIBLE?
The short answer is yes! 
With only three simple tools (plus our computers) we will be able to simultaneously 

record our podcast from all five separate locations. In fact, if you wanted to be 
drinking booze in your sweatpants from the comfort of your own bed while we 

recorded, you’d have that ability.
You will need: A microphone USB headset (a 

standard one is about $20 on Amazon), & access 
to Skype along with Garageband or another free 

online recording software. !
!

1. Together, we will all conference call for our 
recording via Skype.!

!
2. Once ready, everyone will press “Record” 

from their own computers and talk normally 
into their headsets for the duration of the 

Podcast.!
!

3. Afterwards everyone will convert their 
recording to an MP3 (takes about 2 minutes 
and is totally free) and send them to me for 

editing and post-production. !
!

4. Done. Easy. Boom. Owned.



… BUT WHY? 

…. why not?!

!
!

!
!

Plus, you know, facts & figures, and 
other real monetary and branding 
reasons for us to join together and 

do something like this. 

Because… What are the odds that five very different 
people, with five very different backgrounds, who 
are all funny, articulate, and have a lot of opinions 
could work on something together and it actually 

work?

 Because… We all enjoy writing for TC (I hope) and I truly 
believe readers are interested in what we have to say 
about the topics we often publish, and just our lives as 

twenty-something adults in general. I think TC connects 
people who would have otherwise felt alone with other 
young adults struggling through the same issues and 

hardships. My aim would be to continue to build on that 
sense of “cyber community”, by taking part in this 

Podcast and by being open and honest about my own 
life, thoughts, and ideas.  

!
Because… Podcasting is growing in popularity and 

may soon be the new "talk radio" of our 
generation. The main difference between this 

medium and writing would be the ability to have 
open discussions instead of just our own musings 
and assumptions about life in your twenties. It’s 

interactive, like listening to a bunch of your crazy 
friends give you advice and talk about their 

problems. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/columnist/talkingtech/2013/08/15/podcast-explosion/2647963/
http://blog.tunheim.com/2014/03/26/rising-popularity-podcasts-listeners-rediscovering-podcasts/1438#.U4Y8QtyUCZg
http://business.time.com/2013/08/29/despite-being-oh-so-2005-podcasting-is-drawing-listeners-and-advertisers-alike/


Ideally…

!
!
!
!
!
!
                                                                                                                                                                             

I would be editing and packaging the Podcast 
before they are released, assuring that your 

overall time contribution to this project would not 
exceed 120 minutes per week, unless otherwise 
discussed. (Remember how I said you could do 

it in bed?) 

WHEN WOULD WE HAVE TIME FOR THIS?

We would record one show and release one show per week*

Each podcasting session would take about 90 
minutes from start to finish to record**

We would produce all our own topics for discussions through a 
shared Google Doc or email chain prior to scheduled recording 

sessions (for example if we pick Tuesdays to record and Fridays to 
release we would pick topics for discussion on Mondays.)!

!
Similarly, we’d all share the responsibility of bringing Hot 
Topics/Happenings of the Week to discuss at the end of 

every podcast that we would very generally go over off-the-
record directly preceding the recording. 

*Please see slide 7 for tentative roll out if all goes according to plan!
** Please see next slide for general order and an example of what a Podcast structure would look like.



PODCAST EXAMPLE STRUCTURE

Segment Time Alotment Description Example

Around The Horn 10 - 15 minutes (2-3 
per host)

Each host briefly talks 
about their past week or 

day and gives their follow 
ups / stories to anything 

they left off from last week.

Chelsea explains why summer 
tourist in NYC are the worst, 

Chris talks about the ubiquitous 
summer theme songs of 2014, & 
Steph and Lance go over their 
respective nights out from the 

past weekend. 

Discussion 20 - 25 minutes

Each host contributes to a 
discussion ranging from twenty-
something topics to related pop 
culture and current events. Other 

random things may occur. 
Tangents are inevitable. 

The group talks about Elle’s 
favorite holiday (4th of July), the 
proper etiquette for drinking at a 

family BBQ, and why summers are 
the best time for guilt free hook 

ups. The host also talk about what 
they’ll be doing this weekend.

Hot Topics 15 minutes

 Articles, videos, opt eds, 
and announcements 
selected by the host 

highlighting the 
happenings of the week. 

Chelsea & Elle talk the perfectly- 
sad season finale of Mad Men, 
the boys report on a young man 
who burnt his eyebrows off while 
grilling, and all the authors pay 
their respects to Maya Angelou. 

Comments Section 5 minutes
The host take turns 

reading listener 
feedback and or 

mailbag questions. 

Lance & Chris take a question 
from a guy with a bad crush on 

his co-worker and the whole 
gang answers the age ole 

question, “should guys always 
the first move?”



Tentative Roll Out aka “LOGISTICS” 
ALL DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

My hope is that if you are interested in moving forward with this project that I know by Monday June 9th, 2014!
!

June 9th - June 22nd: Schedule 2 informal, off-the-record Skype calls to familiarize ourselves with the 
podcasting process and one another. These can be as short or as long as we want. 

!
June 23rd - June 30th: Record Intro Podcast and Episode 2 (only time we’ll ever record 2 in one week) 

!
June 30th - July 3rd: Editing & Packaging 

!
July 4th: Release Podcast to the public (both episodes) 

!
July 7th - 31st: Record and release 3 additional podcast for the public (bringing the total to 5… obviously) 

!
August: Reassess. Is this fun? Is it easy to do? Do we want to keep doing it? Do people like it? What changes  

should we make going forward?  
!

… If all that’s a go, we will return with regular scheduled podcast again in September after Labor Day.  !

!
!
!



Frequently Asked Obviously Wondered Questions 
Question: This looks pretty thought out and you don’t sound crazy, what’s in it for you? 

Answer: It still baffles me that no one has asked you guys to do something like this before! But in all honesty, it’s just a good idea. It’s 
something both my friends and I would listen to regardless, but with these kind of projects you sometimes need the right person to 

passionately advocate for it to happen, and in this case that person is me.  

Question: What if I want to do it, but I’m not sure how I could be available to record once a week for an hour? 
Answer: That’s the beauty of having five of us, even a 3 or 4 person cast every so often won’t change the consistency and 

professionalism of our recordings. You wouldn’t have that flexibility if you did a Podcast with 2 hosts. We’d also be able to have guest host 
as well to help keep things fresh and fun for every cast. 

Question: What about holidays? 
Answer: We would never record on a holiday and we all know that sometimes those can be the best topics for discussion (I’m looking at 
you Halloween). If all went well, we’d probably record 4 episodes in September & October, 3 in November, and 2 in December for the rest 

of this year.  

Question: What if we have nothing to talk about for an hour? 
Answer: You’re right. I’m assuming based on our writing styles that our personalities would mesh and we’d be able to keep a 30-45 

minute discussion alive. This could be a wrong assumption, but that’s why we have off-the-record calls before we even start recording to 
double check that this is even plausible. 

Question: What about our writing? Would we be diverting topics from Thought Catalog articles, to this? 
Answer: Are you being serious? NO! First of all, most of you are professional writers, that’s your job, your career, and that thing that you 
do for financial gains. I’m hopeful that eventually this could also be a huge financial gain for Thought Catalog and for all of our books, 
blogs, etc. HOWEVER, this podcast is not a job. This is supposed to be fun, a time when you don’t have to articulate everything you’re 

thinking into a perfectly edited listicle. This is just a bunch of like-minded people talking about their lives and other things their 
opinionated about. If anything you’ll have even MORE to write about.   

!
Question: … but their’s 2 Chelsea’s, so how is that going to work? 

Answer: Simple, either I’ll go by an abbreviated version of my middle name (Elle, as you’ve probably seen throughout this proposal, and 
like Elle Woods from Legally Blonde, obvs) or we’ll kick this bitch up Summer Camp style and go by last names. You in Fagan? 

!
Question: Are we even qualified to do this? Are you? 

Answer: I feel that I am entirely less qualified to give other human beings advice than I am to edit and produce our own Podcast. I’ve 
spent the past few days (yeah, this was not an impulsive decision) pouring over Youtube Videos and articles trying to judge exactly how 
“qualified” one needs to be in order to pull this off. For now, it shouldn’t be too difficult to record and air a podcast with the 5 of us weekly, 

although I’m sure if we really wanted to we could find someone to produce it for us further down the road as a third party. 



You, 
specifically… 

Let me be serious and clear for just a moment, I don’t want 
to do a podcast with a bunch of writers -  I want to do a 
podcast with all of you. It is because of all your specific 

brand of insight, humor, advice, and writing, that I believe 
that we could make this work. The success of projects like 
this come when we hit the perfect balance between unique 

and different perspectives, and a similar understanding and 
respect for one another. Above all else, I am an honest to 

God fan of all of your writing (the front cover of this 
presentation are quotes from all of our first works on 

Thought Catalog) and being able to do this project with you 
guys would mean a million things to me, but most of all, it 

would be fun.

CHRIS,!
I laugh hysterically every 
time I read one of your 

pieces. I actually read the 
amazon.com blurb about 
you from your book and 

immediately felt 
intimidated. You are witty, 

clever, and ironic, 
sometimes so much so 
that I actually have to 
pause to figure out if 
you’re writing is funny 

because of you or funny 
because of who you’re 
making fun of. You’re a 

man who can write about 
Mean Girls and an African 

American who has 
thoroughly schooled me 
on 14th Century meals. I 
think you’d be great on 
air, I think you’d have us 
all in stitches, and I think 

you should do this 
podcast with us. Lance, 

Is it weird to admit I keep all the feedback you’ve ever given 
me on my articles? That’s probably because you are an 

unbelievably thoughtful writer and I don’t know you if you know 
this but, that is both a really good and really rare characteristic 
to have. You can write about anything and I actually enjoy your 
writing the most when it’s at its most random. Everything I read 

of yours feels sincere, even the super bro-y Jewish stuff that 
you try to sneak under the radar. I believe you’d have more to 
contribute than you think and I think you’d be my every girls 

new go-to person for guy advice before our 4th podcast even 
wrapped, so really there is no reason for you not to do this 

podcast with us. 

Stephanie,  
I won’t even lie - you are epically cool. Your writing is fun and 

feminine without being girly and vapid. You embody the 
essence (yea I’m throwing in some deep words for you) of 

what every college girl hopes to be. I didn’t read any of your 
stuff before I checked you out via you and Lance’s mailbag…
Then I did, and I fell in love with your words. You have such 

grace and elegance that I know I for sure I do not have in my 
writing and I think you could definitely rep for all the 

undergrads out there on our podcast. I think you should come 
bring that Canadian talent, and I think you should do this 

podcast with us. 

Chelsea, 
What could I even say 

that hasn’t already been 
said by everyone about 
what a good writer, story 

teller, and all around 
badass you are? You 

know this -  and yet your 
writing continues to 

remain grounded and 
authentic when, really 
let’s be honest, you 
could write circles 

around a lot of the other 
online contributors out 
there right now. You are 
funny, articulate, smart 
and always attempting 
to keep it high brow, 
which is why I know 
think you’d be 100% 

honest about whatever 
you thought when we 
started recording and 
why I think you should 

do this podcast with us.

http://amazon.com


…and me. 
The funny thing is - people actually like it! Very, VERY, very 
slowly my blog started to gain a modest following and 
helped me to become more confident in my writing. So 
much so that this past spring when I submitted a little 
piece I wrote about my struggle with depression to 
Thought Catalog, it actually made the site! Writing 
throughout this past year has been amazing, but I want to 
keep going, keep connecting, keep sharing my story. I 
finally landed my dream job (for now at least) and will be 
relocating to Denver over the summer, and this podcast is 
something I really want to do. I don’t have 10,000 Twitter 
followers (I barely have 100), I don’t have an e-book or 
any sort of claim to fame, but I am 24, have had my heart 
broken, have been through a lot for tough shit, and I am 
just trying to figure it all out without going insane in the 
process. Maybe my story is a little unique, maybe I’m a 
little different, and maybe I do have this cool idea, but at 
the end of the day I’m just like everyone, just trying to 
make it to 30. That’s what I have, and I promise if you’re 
up for something a little new with a bunch of people who 
are guaranteed to make you laugh then we should do it…

   I’m new here and I’m not a writer. Okay, maybe I have some talent 
that says otherwise, but my educational background is in Political 
Science not english (incase you couldn’t tell). In college I was a 
White House intern, where I spent most of my time writing, reading, 
and sobbing in the executive bathrooms before finishing up at 
Arizona State University and going to work on the Obama reelection 
campaign with similar outcomes. After doing a little of this and a 
little of that and a near fateful adventure in Astoria, Queens last 
summer, I started  writing and maintaining a blog called God, I Hate 
My 20's terribly narrating chronicling the crazy shit that kept 
happening in my life.

I would like to say for the record that my mom’s only edit for this whole 
presentation was this picture. I changed it so that way if you guys don’t 

end up wanting to do it, at least she won’t blame the picture. 

http://h8my20s.wordpress.com


So, are you in?

!
This proposal includes information and data that shall not be disclosed outside of Thought Catalog and shall not be duplicated, used, 
or disclosed in whole or in part for any purpose other than to evaluate this proposal.  If however, a proposal is accepted as result of or 
in conjunction with the submission of this information and data. Thought Catalog shall have the right to duplicate, use, or disclose to 

the extent provided in the resulting proposal.  The data and information restriction is inclusive of all pages of proposal.


